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    Maintenance of optimal newborn health plays a crucial role in the attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals.[bookmark: ft1][1] The available estimates pertaining to the newborn deaths clearly indicate the importance of the first few hours, days and weeks in the lives of humans, as evidenced by the deaths of 1 million and 2.6 million children on their first day and first 4 weeks of their lives, respectively.[bookmark: ft1][1] Further, it has been estimated that close to 50% of all the reported deaths among children within the age-group of 0-5 years, actually happen within the first 4 weeks.[bookmark: ft2][2]


    In addition, to understand the graveness of the problem, it has been found that almost 75% of all newborn deaths occur due to three preventable and manageable conditions, namely prematurity complications, incidents during childbirth, and neonatal infections.[bookmark: ft2][2] Acknowledging the fact that almost all stillbirths and newborn deaths are preventable, there is an immense need to ensure the provision of quality assured care during childbirth, especially in low-resource settings.[bookmark: ft1][1],[bookmark: ft2][2],[bookmark: ft3][3] It is vital to understand that the 1st month of life is the foundation stone for a better long-term health and development and a healthier and prosperous community.[bookmark: ft2][2] Moreover, efforts have been taken to improve the quality of care worldwide, which is a critical element to facilitate newborn and child survival.[bookmark: ft1][1] This has been done through the training of the health staff, supply of medical equipment and medications, and strengthening of the existing infrastructure.[bookmark: ft1][1] It is not a hidden secret that settings with poor quality of care, the demand for the same decreases and hence pregnant women prefers to get delivered at home instead of the health facilities.[bookmark: ft2][2] In fact, some of the nations have together started a network in 2017 to improve the quality, maintain equity and dignity in health care, and to promote the exchange of good practices between different nations.[bookmark: ft1][1],[bookmark: ft2][2] This network predominantly targets women from vulnerable sections of the community and at the same time is building up evidence for other nations with high rates of newborn deaths.[bookmark: ft2][2]


    Maintenance of optimal newborn health plays a crucial role in the attainment of the sustainable development goals.[bookmark: ft1][1] The available estimates pertaining to the newborn deaths clearly indicate the importance of the first few hours, days, and weeks in the lives of humans, as evidenced by the deaths of 1 million and 2.6 million children on their 1st day and first 4 weeks of their lives, respectively.[bookmark: ft1][1] Further, it has been estimated that close to 50% of all the reported deaths among children within the age group of 0–5 years, actually happen within the first 4 weeks.[bookmark: ft2][2] Realizing the magnitude of the problem and its impact on multiple dimensions, it was decided to implement measures at the national level to reduce the number of newborn deaths.[bookmark: ft1][1],[bookmark: ft2][2] Thus, the member states of the United Nations initiated the every newborn action plan (ENAP), which lays down the path to bring about an end to the avertable newborn deaths, by means of accomplishing a set of targets by 2020.[bookmark: ft2][2] The midterm analysis of the plan across the high-burden nations indicates a positive movement of the nations toward the set targets, with implementation of national plans, conduction of training sessions for health-care workers, and intensification of efforts to have an improved understanding about the underlying reasons for the newborn deaths.[bookmark: ft2][2] On the similar lines, actions have been taken to improve data collection, as without that the existing gaps cannot be identified, and thus required steps cannot be taken to bridge the gap.[bookmark: ft1][1] Even though gains have been observed, still a lot needs to be done, and there is a great need for collaborative efforts between all the stakeholders, including the individual mother and their families.[bookmark: ft1][1] In addition, there is a need that financial assistance should be given to the developing nations by the donor agencies to sustain the gains achieved and continue the good work.[bookmark: ft1][1],[bookmark: ft2][2]


    There is an indispensable need to reduce the number of stillbirths and newborn deaths as almost all of them are preventable. The ENAP remains a good tool for the policymakers to move forward and accomplish the set targets.
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